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2008 Funding for Arabic, Chinese, Hindu,
Persian, and Urdu Summer Programs

The STARTALK program provides summer language learming
opportunities for students to study critical languages and
professional development opportunities for teachers of these
languages. It is ona of the projects of the National Security
Language Initiative, a multi-agency effort to expand foreign
language education in under-taught critical languages by funding new and exsting
programs throughout students’ learmning careers, kindergarten through university; and to
provide incentives and rewards for foreign language leaming and use in the work force.
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STARTALK 2008 plans to provide funding for
language leamers, grades 6-12, and teachers
of Arabic, Chinesa, Hindu, Persian, and Urdu

T'o receive up-to-date information on the
2008 invitation for proposals, please email MNATIONAL FOREIGN
yvour contact information to LANGUAGE CENTER
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Learn to Read Chinese for Free at New UMD Web Site
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Foreign Language Resources for Teachers

LangNet

LangMet 15 o Jangosge leaming support svseen with intoractve maderals desigoed Tor these who want 10
pracrice and maintain their turged langome ceadiog and lisrening skills.

LangMet offers materials in ihe fellowing langnages:

Atan Oromo, Amhbaric, Acabic (Breptian, Ieagi, Tevantine, Modern Standard, Sudanese), Balochi, Bengali,
Chechen, Chinese (Simpliticd and ‘Uraditionaly, Dacd, French, Greek, Gujarati, Haitian Creole, Hause, Hindi,
[l Japanese, Kashmici, Kinyarwaenda/Kirnndi, Korsan, Kurdish, Sermid, Pashio, Persian, Cheechna, Russian,
Somali, Spunish, Swaluli, Tagalog, Thai, Tigrinya, Turkish, Turkmen, Urdu, Uzbek, and Wesl Punjabi

Tasample the TangMet materials, please visit woaow lengnelorg, amd enter the following username and password
For ACTTL conlemence attendess.

sernamae: ACTFLUT emporary
Pusswonl: ACTEL_Termp

Ta request a long-term: usemames and password for yon aod yoor institution, e-mail langnetsuppor @ntle.crg

LangSource

LamgSomce is an online databuses of instrectonal resources foc 1012 language teachers, specitically for Arub
Culture, Chinese, German, Tapanesa, Spanish, and Professional Develeprent, The aim of the projece is m
provide the best lunguage learning and teaching resonrecs in one publicly accessible, seurchable ditabase, Tisers
can give focdback on LungSource wsing ils online evaluation.
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Startalk I
I| Yiar can visit this site to learn mere shout the STARTALEK program and view our ever-expunding list of

qatdertials Doo teacher training and stodent programes.
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Indicators of Effective Insi.:-ructinn
Student Programs

Curriculum and Materials

1. Meaningful activitics
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Instructors ensure that all students contribute to dassroom inleractions.

Students carry oul real-world t@sks in culturally appropriabe ways.

Student to teacher and student to stedent interactions requine meaning and purpose.
Instructors begin class or activities with an explanation of thelr purpose and conclude by
gsking students to summarize or demonstrate their learning.

Leszen activites are aligred with objectives.

Content is appropriate and relevant to high school students.

Activities are appropriate and relevant to high school studsnts,

Activites are cognitively engaging and demanding.

Instructors manitor for evidence of comprehansion {e.qg., responses, eye contact).

Classroom activity includes extensive opportunity for student to student and student to
teacher Interactions.

There is a clear emphasls on the communicative aspects of languages use.

Culture intagration

(1 Ipstructors incorporate authentic materials that reflect cultural practices, products, and
perspeciives.

O Instructors incorporate t2sks that reflect cultural practices, products, and perspectives,

[ Learning actvities help stludents develog skills in cultural observation and analysis.

[ Language and cultural content and instruction are Integrated, not treated 25 separate
subjects,

Materials

[1 Materials are current, appropriate, and relevant to high school students.

O Materials are aligned to objectives and content of propasal,

O Students and teachers are net text-bound during instructional lime sa that the textis a
tool, not the curriculum,

1 Teacher-made materials are professionzl in appearancs.

O Teacher-made materials are at the eppropriate proficiency level and load o improved
performance as defined by standards.

[l Instructors use authentic videa, audla, realia, langusge and culture bearers, and Larget
culture communities (including electronic) o provide for rezl-world [anguage use,

O Instructors make authentic materials accessible to learners.



DFW StarTalk program
Student summer program

STA :’.TALK-(A /

O Technology, as appropriate and available, is used by EtﬁdentE and teachers to facilitate
lzarning and teaching.

Instruction and Delivery
1. Effective use of instructional time

Instructers teach from a lesson plan.

Instructors move sfficiently between activities.

There are periodic checks for understanding.

There is a variety of activities.

Activities address different communicative modes.

The length of activities reflects the age of students and their level of engagement and
proficiency.

Instructors keep all students on task,

Sessions begin and end on time.
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2. DifTerentiation

O Instructors activate students’ background knowledge,

[l Instructors use diverse activities to satisfyfaccommaodate diverse learning bypes.
O Materials are adapted to meet a range of student needs.

O Grouping is used to differentiate instruction and learning.

3. Language use
O Instructors make themselves understood to students when they speak in the target
language.
O Instructors conduct the class in the target language without needing to resort to English at
least 80% of the class period.
Assessment
O Assessments are ongoing. Students are assessed formally and informally on how well they
are able to meet the objectives of the lesson.
O sStudents are encouraged fo assess thelr own progress.

Program Climate

O Students are respectiul of one another and of staff.
O Verbal and non-verbal staff behaviors are consistent with a positive climate.
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Teacher training program
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Indicators of Effective Instructlnn
Teacher Training Programs

Curriculum and Materials

1. Alignment of curriculum and instruction
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The instructional content is consistent with the stated goals and educational
context for the participants.

The objectives of the session/class/activity are clear.

The instructional strategies are consistent with the stated goals and educational
cantext of the participants,

The curriculum {syllabus) guides the development of daily objectives that are
implemented in the classroom,

The predominant focus is on effective teaching practices that lead to student
attainment of standards.

2. Curriculum design

O
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Standards-, theory-, and research-based methodology is embedded in the
curriculum.

Both commaonalities with and differences from generic language teaching
methodology and the teaching of Arabic/Chinese are addressed.
Curriculurm is aligned with and described in measurable terms.

3. Balance of theory and practice

O

O

Opportunities exist for participants to apply, demaonstrate, and produce units,
assessments, lesson plans andfor materials.

Participants have opportunities to receive feedback, provide input, and engage in
reflaction,

4, Materials

oononn

Materials are Standards-based.

Materials are current, appropriate and relevant.

Materials are aligned to objectives and content of proposal.
Materials are well-organized.

Materials are professional in appearance.
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Cross-cuitural understanding of the educational systems
[ Discussion of American and target cultural ways of schooling and using language

is embedded.
O Classroom management strategies are addressed.

Instruction and Delivery

I
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Instructional strateqies

[l Instructors use a variety of activities designed to appeal to participants’ learning
styles.

O Instructors use a variety of activities that are responsive to participants’ cultural
ways of learning.

01 Instructors use a variety of activities, designed to meet participants’ needs.

O There are periodic checks for understanding.

O Participants develop skills in reflecting on their teaching practices.

Use of instructional time

[ Activities flow smoothly and in logical sequance.

O Time is managed effectively by monitoring and adjusting according to
participants’ need and feedback,

O Sessions begin and end on time.

Classroom interaction

O There are more student-centered activities than teacher-led activities.

O Interactions are varied; (e.g. participant interactions; teacher- participant
interactions: participant independent-, pair-, group-work)

[0 Participants are encouraged to ask questions, respond, and take risks.

O The environment is positive and supportive,

Use of technology

O Technelogy, as appropriate and available, is used by instructors and participants
Lo facilitate teaching and learning.

Use of language
O Communication in the classroom is effective, clear and comprehensible.

O Use of English or Arabic/Chinese supports participant learning and future goals
for their instructional context (i.e., heritage vs. public school).
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O There is a balance between learming application, receiving feedback, and social
interaction.

Assessment

O There is clear and consistent alignment of assessment with program goals,
curricelum, and instruction.

O Participants demonstrate their newly gained knowledge and skills through a
variety of assessment tools.

O Participants experience both formative and summative assessments.

O Participants are encouraged to assess and analyze their own progress.

Program Environment
1. Physical fadility

O The facility is clean, safe, comfortable, and conducive to learning.
2, Management

1 Information related to programs is communicated among all parties in a clear
and timely fashion.

O Al activities are implemented according to the schedule.

[ Flexibility exists to make appropriate adjustments necessitated by the situation.

3. Program climate

O Staff interaction is friendly, pleasant, and efficient.

O Program design is flexible and takes into account participants’ needs in academic
learning and real life.

0 Administrators, instructors, participants, and staff perceive their needs and
suggestions are being incorporated and valued.
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